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PROCLAMATION BY THE GOVERNOR ۱ 


Win reas There was passed by the Legislative Assembly of the Territory of Montana at the 
last session thereof. an Vct entitled. “An Act relating to Assessment and. Levy of Taxes.” approved 
March the roth, 1887. under which and by virtue of its provisions, chapter fifty-three of the fifth division ! 
of the Revised Statutes of Montana. relating to revenue. ana all acts amendatory thereof are from and 
after the first day of December. 1887, to stand repeaed. And the said act of March the roth is there- 
after to be the law under which property in the Territory of Montana is to be assessed for taxation and 
the taxes levied and collected for territorial and county purposes: and 


et jx. 
WitkRENS, There are grave doubts and much uncertainty where e et PT created by said act 


and directed to assess certain property for taxation, to. levy the taxes for territorial purposes. and to 
À : l 
equalize all the assessments for each county. can under the statute legally proceed to organize and per- 


form the duties assigned it by said act: and 


e emo ee ee e 


WHEREAS, All powers and functions assumed under doubtful authority in such grave matters as 


assessment and taxation might lead to confusion, litigation and delay in collecting the revenues neces- 


2تس" 


sary to carry on the government: and 


WHEREAS, There are other confusions and uncertainties in said act: and 


WHEREAS, All laws by which the agents-of the government make demand of the citizen for 

a 

۰ H Y 

taxes. should be so clear and certain as to preclude all doubtful constructions: and, 
1 

WHEREAS, Said assembly passed an Act entitled “An Act to amend an Act relating to killing | 
certain annimals," approved March sth. 1887, which, tested by practical operation for three months and ' 
i 

six days, promises to be a ruinous drain upon the public treasury, having within this fraction of a year | 


sent to the auditor’s office and procured warrants on the treasury for over twenty-six thousand 1 


dollars: and 


ee s میت رمو‎ MT ee ی‎ 


a 


WHEREA», Its demands were increased during the month of June and first seven days of July 


اس ی ا اا سق 


alone to eighteen thousand dollars. And this experience of thirteen weeks and particularly that of the 
last five weeks, foreshadows and gives full warning that it would draw from the treasury almost two 
hundred thousand dollars within the two years before the election and organization of another regular 
legislature: and 

WHEREAS, The members of the last assembly surely never contemplated imposing such large 
and questionable burdens upon their constituents; and ' 

WHEREAS, Serious errors appear in some other laws passed by said legislature, which should be 
speedily corrected; and 

WHEREAS, There are other rapidly increasing demands upon the treasury under some existing 
laws, which the public interests require should be curtailed, and other ways regulated bv further legis- 
lation: and 

WHERE 45, The reasons for calling the legislature in extraordinary session were by me sub- 
mitted to the President of the United States. and were by him duly approved on the thirteenth day of 
March, 1887. 

Yow, therefore, 1, Preston H. Leslie, Governor of the Territory of Montana, do bv virtue 
of the power vested in me by the organic act of said Territory. and by the approval of the President of 
the United States, hereby order and call upon each and every member of the said Legislative Assembly 
of the Territory of Montana, to attend and convene themselves in extraordinary session at Helena, the 
capital of said Territory, on Monday, the twenty-ninth day of August, A. D. 1887, at twelve o'clock m. 
of said day, to consider such important subjects of legislation. and perform such duties as the general 


welfare of the territory may demand. 


In testimony whereof I have hereunto set my hand and caused the 
great seal of the Territory to be affixed. Done at Helena, the 
capital, on this, the eleventh day of July, in the year of our 
Lord one thousand eight hundred and eighty-seven, and of the 


Independence of the United States of America the one hundredth 
and elewenth. Zeie EL 


PRESTON H. LESLIE. 
By the Governor: 


WM. B. WEBB, Secretary of Montana. 
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TERRITORY ot MONTANA, | 
121,011 ۱۰۱ OFFICE, 
HELENA, August Lh, Je, V e] 
To the Legislative Assembly of the Terri- 

tory of ۶ 

You have been called together at tle 
capital of the territory to hold an extraor- 
dinary session, with the consent and ap- 
proval of the President of the United States; 
and 1 now proceed m a brief way to submit 
for your consideration some of the questions 
and subjects whien appear to call tor legis- 
lative action. All free peoples are jealous 
and unresttul under the exercise of any 
doubtful authority, or questionable power 
over their property, and while all good eiti- 
zens willingly submit and cheerfully bear 
all lawful burdens imposed vy their govern- 
ment: still they serutinize earetully, and 
inquire for the authority of every agent 
who assumes to have a license to demand 
of them their money in the shape of taxes, 
or to otherwise intertere with their pro; er- 
ty in the name of the state. Henee all the 
statute laws of the government should be 
clear, direct and without ambiguity or 
doubtful construction; otherwise confusion, 
strife and delay hedge up the pathway of 
official duty, and tend to the detriment of 
the public interest. 

‘The law whieh was passed by your hon- 
orable body last March, “Relating to As- 
gegsinent and Levy of Taxes," does not, as 
1 construe its terms, take &fect and go into 
operation until December the first, 1857; at 
which time all of Chapter 53, of the Fifth | 
Division of the Revised Statutes of Montana, 
relating to revenues, and all acts amenda- | 
tory thereof, are to stand repealed, and this 
act of last March becomes a substitute for | 
said repealed statutes, This low which | 


| 


| 


fans. etle i next December ereates an 


| ظ5 کڈ‎ Lor stmdry important purposes, to 


It is to be the assessor for taxable 
1 poses, to the territory and counties, “of 
al the property in this territory belonging to 
railway corporations.” except certain speci- 
fied parcels named in the law. Secondly, 
itis made the duty of said ageney to levy 
the tax fur territorial purposes upon all the 
property in the territory; and, third, this 
ageney is to “examine and compare the re- 
turns of the assessment of the property in 
the several counties of the territory, and to 
equalize the same, so that all the taxable 
property in the territory shall be assessed 
af its true and full value.” It will thus he 
seen that this agency is virtually the asses- 
sor of all the taxable property in the terri- 
tory both for territorlal and county taxa- 
tion, and it fixes and levies the taxes to be 
collected for territorial parposes, This 
ageney, called in the law “the territorial 
board of equalization," will consist of “the 
governor, the auditor and the attorney- 
general of the territory, and one qualified 
elector, who shall be a treeholder, from 
each judicial district of the territory, to be 
appointed by the governor, with the advice 
and consent of the council.” The duties as- 
signed to this board are specitic as to sub- 
ject matter, and time and place. No taxes 
ean be collected to carry on the territorial 
government until this board assesses the 

roperty, and levies the tax thereon. 
Neither ean any taxes be collected for 
eounty purposes till this board examines and 
approves the returns of the county asses- 
sors,  Wherefor it 18 a matter of the great- 
est moment that whoever shall assume to 
act asthe “territorial board of equalization” 
shall have the unquestioned power and au- 


dis also made ta become the ronusellor anc 


thority to do so. There is no such officer 
in the territory as “attorney-general,” and 
the hoard cannot organize and proceed to 
business without that law ojlicer as a mem- 
ber, ‘The law does provide that the gover- 
nor mar fill vacancies that may oeeur in 
the board: but certainly he could not ap- 
pomt an attorney-general in the absence of 
“jaw creating the office, and, besides, there 
isno provision in the law that a majority 
of the members can net ag the board, or 
auy suggestion in the law as to what 
step can be taken in case of any unavoid- 
able absence of members, resulting in less 
than a majority in attendance, at the time 
fixed by law for the meeting and execution 
of the trust so confided to the board. Ifa 
majority of the members of the board can- 
not aet for the entire seven members, or if 
there ean he no organization of the board 
without the attorney-general, thin there 
ean be no assessment, levy or collection of 
taxes in this territory after the first of De- 
eember next without an amendment euring 
these omissions in the law. At any rate, 
the questions are of such grave import. and 
connected as they are with such vital in- 
terests of the people, and fraught with such 
danger to the public peace, that I commend 
the subject to your favorable consideration, 
and ask that you will make such amend- 
ments as will free the law bf all doubt al 
confusion, 

I also call your attentio. to some other 
parts of this revenue law. Section 101 it 
will be seen imposes upon a public officer 
, Ap connty clerk the duty of becoming 
| the insurer snd guarantor to every vendee 
jin the conveyance of land offered for 

record in his office that all previous taxes 
| have been paid thereon; not only so, but he 


advisor, and to decide for such vendee that 
, the land is clear of all incumbrances on acy 
count of taxes prior to that time, before h 
is allowed to put such conveyance to 
record, and if he fails in these official 
duties, heis to be fined from one hundred to 


one thousand dollars, and must pay 1 


damages resulting from his mistake, I 
suggest that this is a fearfully harshexaction 
to impose upon a publie officer; and L rec- 
ommend that it be so amended as to leave 
the law as italways has been, when every 


; man may examine for himself the suffieien- 

۱ cy of the title to property he is about to 

۰ buy, and make bis own selection of coun- 
\ : sel, should he need any. 


M 

1t seemsfrom Section 76 that itis the duty 
of the County ‘Treasurer, when land has to 
be sold on account of unpaid taxes, to sell 
the entire tract of land, and all it produces 
in excess of the taxes and costs he is to pay 
over to the owner, Irecommend such mod- 
i ification of the Section that he shall only 
sell so much of the land as will be sufficient 

‘to pay the taxes aud charges thereon, `. 
Upon re-inspection of Section 20 of this 
Act, I am satisfied it will be seen there is a 
reat amount of labor imposed on the 
Jlerk, which can be of very little practical 
good to the public. Jt provides that he 
“shall make out inthe Real leg AS- 
sessment Book complete lists of all Jands or 
lots subject to taxation, showing the names 
of the owners, if to him known, and if un- 
known, so state apposite to each tract or 
lot:—the number of acres, and the lots or 
parts of lots or blocks included in each de- 
scription of property; and, for the purpose 
of accuracy and completeness, he shall 
compare said lists with the maps and plats 
in his office, In the case of desert land 
claims and mineral entries located upon 
unsurveyed lands, and upon which final 
: proof has been made, it shall be considered 
. às good and valid description when listed 
on the roll by the numbers given and used 
describing the same in the land office where 
said entry was made; said books and blanks 
shall be delivered to the assessor by the 
county clerk on or before the first day of 
January, with such instructions from the 
, county board as to insure full and uniform 
assessments and returns." I submit that, 
if in your wisdom it is deemed necessary 
; for the public good that this work and these 
, duties shall be performed by the clerk as 
‘enjoined by this section, then a full, 
s sufficient ` nnumber of deputies 
ought fo be supplied by law 
to the clerk, with the measure of just 
and fair compensation, to enable him to 


comply with the law in this regard; for it ( 


is mostcertain that no one man, with a 

: single deputy to help him, can comply with 
this demand of the statute. 
In seetion 02, the time given to the elerk 
within which to do and perform certain 
important duties, therein prescribed, is 
manifestly insufficient, and yet, heavy pen- 
alties are attached to any failure on his 


D 


part to comply within the time designated 
in the act. | The publie interest will 
surely be as well subserved in extendin 
: the time, and accuracy will more certainly 
be assured; and I recommend accordingly. 

There are yet other provisions and parts 

of this new revenue law which might well 

be examined and improved; but these to 

which I have invited your attention are the 
principal ones now most demanding your 

! action, : 

|. The new license law, which took effect 

the first of July last, forbids and disallows 

any person the privilege of setting up and 

carrying on certain descriptions of gaming 

within the cities, towns and villages of the 

territory where the population is above 

three hundred, until a license is obtained 

۱ for such privilege; and the same inhibition 
‘ applies to cities, towns and villages where 
the population is less than three hundred, 
but in this class the license fee is less; and 
all other places and parts of the territory, 
whether the number of persons assembled 
together, or temporarily residing near each 
other, be great or small, are exempt from 
the provisions of thislaw. It occurs to me 
that, if the privilege of gambling in cities, 
i «towns and villages should pay a tax, the 
same privilege exercised among men en- 
paged in mining, or in constructing 


railroads, or in the midst of 
} the multitude assembled at the fair 
ground, or upon the race field, or 


ak any other place, should pay the same, or 
‘ ف‎ proportional license; or if an enterpris- 
ing person, engaged in that line of thrift, 
shall conclude to set up and prosecute a 
business of that kind just نہ‎ little outside of 
a city, town or village, but near enough to 
: attract the people of such city, town or 
: village, he too ought to pay as much as his 
t competing gambler on tho inside. There 
was an act passed and approved on the 4th 
day of March last which makes it a felony, 
and fixes the punishment of service m the 
; penitentiary, for carrying on or engaging 
in certain descriptions of games within this 
territory, to wit: “Three card montes’ 

“strap game,” “thimble rig," “patent safe 

“black and red game" {commonly‏ فا 

nown as the ten dice game), “percent- 

ago," "stud-horso poker! “percentage 

draw poker," “twenty-one,” “high ball,” 

“blue jay," “chuck Iuek," “short taro.” or 

any “dice game” while the act passed and 

۱ approved the next day, commonly 1 
the license law, forbids that any person 
' shall engage in these same games m cities, 
towne or villages until a lieense is obtain d 

for such privilege, Whatever of seeming 

1 conflict there may be iu. these two ۰ 
ments should ba remedied by amendment, 

The amount of revenue being derived from 

Heenses for the privilege of gambling is 

very many thonsands of dollars less than 
heretofore, and yet it ix asserted and he- 
lieved that there is no diminution in any 
class of gaming heretofore eummon in 7 
territory. IF it fs the purpose ot the legis 
lature to curtail or puta stop to that class 
of gaming itemized in the sald get of the 

Li 
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y | an equal chance with those outside, who 
| have no interest in Montana except to has- 
N 


3 
p thelaw vesting them with such authority, I 


1 
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i 
bounds, and carry on and prosecute their 


9th of March, and to disallow other sorts 
or names of gambling, except upon a li- 
cense, then, to accomplish these ends, some 
law ought to be passed providing more cer- 
tainly for the enforcement of the Jaws 
against those who violate and disregard 
their commands. 3 
lt will be seen by an inspection of this li- 
eense law that while liquor dealers are ro- 
' quired to pay for and get a license to sell in 
‘quantities above, and in quantities less 
than one gallon, there is no iaw requiring a 
license to sell an even gallon, This, of 
course, was an oversight in the draftsman | 
of the act, and can be easily remedied. 
This license law very wisely and very 
justly imposed atax upon peddlers and 
upon conimercial travelers and drummers, 
as they are called, for the privilege of pros- 
, eeuting their business or calling in this-ter- 
ritory;and this law very properly applies 
to all persons, whether they be citizens of 
Montana or of other territories or states. 
But since the adjournment of the legisla- 
ture in March last, one judge, if not ۵ 
in this territory has decided that, under the 
' rulings of the supreme court of the United 
, States all commercial travelers and dram- 
mers residing outside of the territory of 
Montana have the right to come into our 


business of drumming, and selling by sam- 
ple, without paying for or procuring a ti- 
cense to do so from the authorities of this 
government; and that therefore the laws of 
this territory in thaf regard cannot and 
must not be enforced against such non-resi- 
dents; and I suppose the same ruling will 
apply to non-resident peddlers doing Dusi- 
ness on the soil of Montana, and to non- 
resident lawyers, physicians, assayists, 
ete. It results theretore that now, and ever 
since the decision was mado, the citizens of 
Montana who live here and pay their tases, 
and are ready to perform every act of good 
citizenship, and to make any sacrifice for 
the good of their government, are con 
pelled to pay for and get a license to sell by 
sample, to peddle, or to act ns commer- 

10 


M 


cial traveler; “while all 
chants in the states and oth- 
er territories lavo the right to 
send in their drummers, and sel] their goods 
by sample, or to peddle out their goods 
amongst our people, without paying one 
cent of tax in any way for the support of 
this government, and thua the position 18 
| taken in Support of diserimination in favor 
of the nom resident, and agamst our own 
people. Ido not coneur in the understand- 
ing thatthe supreme court ot the 04 
States has ever had this precise question 
3 under advisement, and rendered. the decia- 
ion claimed; and while] do most respect» 
fully acquiesce in the decisions of our courts 
touching the enforcement of the law, yet I 
believe that our law i8 constitutional, and 
eminently just, and world have the territo- 
ry ۵1 Montana take the question direct to 
the supreme court of the United States for 


iner- 


investigation and decision; and in the 
meantime, and by all means, I asi that you 


amend this law so as to give our own people 


ten in and getallthe mood trade they ean, 
and then retire. 

I deem if my duty to call your attention 
to the practical workings of the 
by your honorable body, and approved on 

i the bth day o£ Mareh last, commonly called 
the “bounty Jaw.” Itis 10 new experiment 
in Montans to havea bounty law. ‘Shere 
have been such laws on the statute books 
ever since the 17th of February, 1574, and 
very many of the states, if not all of them, 
have had, and some of them now have, sine 
ilar laws, as a means of relief from the rav. 
ages of hostile animals that forage upon the 
buddings of civilization, and such laws, 
carefully prepared and guarden, have al- 
ways found favor with the people. ‘The 
first law upon the subfeef in Montana vest 
ed in the county commissioners of each 
eounty the power fo 
to be 
treasury. 
diseretion 


act passed 


otter, and canse 

tho 

ag 
be 


paid out of 
such — bounty 
ought 


. 7 
in ' their 
to paid for 
for killing or destroying eertain vicious 
wild animals, Whether any commissioners 
ever did deem it necessary, and levied such 


tax upon the people of their county under 


am not advised; but on the sth of Mareh, 
1885, the law was amended, anda very in- 
viting bounty was offered and made pay- 
able out of the treasury of the territory- 
eight dollars for each bear, eight dollars 
for each mountain lion, one dollar for each 
wolf and fifty cents for each coyote, Un- 
der this law there was paid for during the 
Mol ہیموی سم‎ TRA 
For the year 1971ا ریما‎ DU 
For the year بے ے18‎ a DATO 
For the year نیا18‎ co dO LUO 


: ۲,0,0 

The present law reducod the bounty 
upon bears and lions tothe sum of three 
dollars for cach bear, three dollars for each 
lion, aud inereaser to two dollars for cach 
wolf, and one dollar for vaeb coyote, and 
also increased the list of animals on whieh 
the territory shouid pay a bounty, to-wit: 
‘Ten cents for each prairie dog, and five 
cents for each gronnd squirrel, The war- 
rants which the auditor das issued under 
authority of the houuty law since the first 
of January, 1537, amount as follows: ` 
For the month of January...,...... 502100 
vn mp — +5 ۶ 706 450.50 
۶۱ ۶۶ Mareh. بی پور‎ 
Ant, ار سے‎ 
"o مر ها‎ ee DMIN 
وه‎ dun, Lu ul LOTO 
sE, 5 We E tocauen LAAU, H 
First 23 days of Auenst.... ... 110 


$43,017.55 | 


was legislated into this liability amounted 


to $89,054.50; while for tho first seven 
months and twenty days of this year the 
amount is $48,012.55 and of that amount 
$41,060.05 is for squirrels and prairie dogs, 
for which warrants were issued upon the 
treasury between the 1st of April and the 
28rd day of August inclusive. J have pro- 
cured trom the auditor a tabulated state- 
ment, showing the proportion to each sounn- 
ty in the territory of these large gifts from 
the publie treasury, and the, same is at- 
tached to and made a part of this message. 

Itis due to you and your constituency 
that this subject be presented, and ifs avar- 
ice for the people’s money fully shown. 
Amongst the estimated charges upon the 
public treasury for the year 1887, made out 
and reported by the auditor in his annual 
report to the legislature last January, this 
item—bounty for killing animals—was set 
down at $14,000.00; whereas it amounts now, 


before the dirst eight months have passed . 


by, to almost four ‘times his estimate, and 
the volume of draft, as the calls through 
this month of August show, is not in any 
sense decreasing, Already (and for several 
weeks gone) every dollar in the treasury 
has been paid out, and the territory is now 
going in debt every day for killing squir- 
rels, prairie dogs, wolves, ete., and interest 
is accumulating upon that indebtedness, 
The enormous demands under this law 
upon the public treasury have awakened 
suspicion, and prompted earaful serutiny 
of its entire framework, provisions, ete.; 
and it is seen that the pathway to the tieas- 
ury from the killing of the animal at his 
home in the mountain is easily found, is 
full of temptations, and very dangerous to 
the pockets of the people. In the whole 
body of the law, and in all its parts, there 
is a careless looseness, and utter absence of 
any safegnards against fraud, false swear- 
ing, perjury, bribery, cheat or imposition, 
or of provisions to punish either of those 
crimes committed in the vicious use of. the 
law. ‘The very officer whose certificate 
is made to unbolt the doors of 
the treasury is made to be inter- 
ested on the side of the applicant, and 
against the territory. Heis not required 
to make or keep 4 record of the transaction, 
or even to file away and preserve the afi- 
davit of the applicant, The law shows the 
facts that the affidavit must contain, and, 
of course, it is attemptedin every instance 
to have the affidavit conform to the law: 
but all that is 0-00 is tke naked state- 
ment ofthe applicant, and just what he 
says as to when they were killed, in what 
county, in what territory, and whether out- 
side of a reservation or park, is to be taken 
as true. The law does provide that that he 
must have two witnessess, who shall make 
affidavit that they believe what he says to 
betrne. Theapplicant may be a person 
of good character, or the vilest and most 
unworthy, and yetif he comes with his 


two believing witnesses, the 011668 may 

roeeed to connt and certify accordingly. 

he law makes the evrtifieate of this dis- 
! trict officer a voucher to be honored by the 
° treasury of the territory upon presentation. 
and whatever of doubt er euspicion there 
may be of its genuineness there ig no pro- 


vision for investivation and delay, or for, 


other action to be taken la order to dete et 
: the overreaching avarice of the 7+ 
lous fabricater, 

1 recommend that if this law, ar any- 
thing of its kind, is to be continued, that 
you carefully digest and reeastits strneture, 
and place about it uch guardes and restrie- 
tions ag will more effectually save the ter- 
ritory irom fronl and peeulation ۵ 
ity hberal eifeiingo; provide suitable pun- 
ishmont for every ermo committed in seck- 
in to obtain the munitieenee of this law, 

Morcover; lf it is your pense of justice 
and ieirness to the taspayers of the terri- 
tory that this law shall continue with all ity 
exhausting furee upon the publie treasury, 
then the necessity is upon you, and yon 
Should at this extra session pass a law 
whereby money enough beyond the present 
resourecs will come into the treasury to pay 
ifydemands. The ordinary expenses neve 
sary to carry on the vovermment, ond. the 
enat of carios for the insane, supporting 
criminals, and the eost of their proseention, 
are burdens upon the treasury whith usb 
be met; end. justia this connection it mey 
be stated that the eost of taking eare of 
these adindeed insane, and (or proeenting 
and supporting the criminals, is swelling at 
à Det rapid rate every wont. "hore is no 
quention mm my mind but the insane of this 
territory are, under. our present oyster of 
eure for them, beine huranely and well 
nursed and eared for: hut the Cost ig enor 
meus, and exeeciively high. T yeenmamnend 
that you formulate a bill and pass it, 
making provision fur purchase of suitable 
| prounda nud the excetion of buildings 

thereon, properly aitapted to the purposes 
of an asrlunn and for the reception and 
cue therein of that unfortunate. ela 4 of 
our fellow beings. ‘There کر‎ nothing in aH 
the eharms of Am Gran civilization iaore 
noble, and that shines us a Inighter star, 
than the lavish hand with wluel states, 
cities, towns and comavnities all ever tido 
country, teeming with ifs millions of p ople, 
have giver money, merto bullblinás, sup 
P egniforts, and jawehastib the very 

shrot order at medical skill and ursi 
fur those aur entreringg brothers and si Ae A 
Montana's people are net, tee trem this 
malady, We have iu our midst the sane 
sad earnients of distress ۱(1 37 
families, nug the mrali کر‎ is inerse at 
an aluruang rite. Duty to them, and duty 
lo ours dyes, aud te tee goverment. wi 
have and intend to preserve, and the sere 
est و‎ as well demand that you shail 
[۱۱۱۱۱۸۹۱۱۱۰۱۸۵ this great bonefaction. and pre 
vide for iis pushing forward to completion, 
] shall most cheertidly co-nperate 
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Since the adjournment 01 the 60 
last March, two most toul and murderous 
attempts have been made to derail and 
wreck running trains of railroad cars 
within this territory, and cach train at the 
time was carrying large numbers of human 
beings. These attempts to thus destroy 
property, and roh and destroy human lif», 
is wickedness aud crime of the very dark- 
Got iype, and marks the perpetrator as 2 
publié enemy. Fortunately and most mir- 
aeulously, both of these attempts failed of 
their design; but the intent to murder and 


act 


property moved and prompted the‏ اوت 


is a remarkable fact that there is 


"ho statute law of this territory denouncing 


such conduet, and fixing a punishment for 
attempts of this character, nor even for 
wilfully engaging in such attemptin which 
a train of cars may be utterly destroyed, 
and involving millions of dollars worth of 
property. Other territories and all the 
States and the goverament of the United 
States have laws that apply to all such das- 
tardly acts; and I ask that you pass a most 
stringent law upon this subject,- and fix 
such penalty upon the crime as will truly 
represent the sentiment of Montana's peo- 
ple, end show their full detestation of such 
erime, 


Lalso beg leave to direct your attention : 


to an inquiry as to whether some further 
amendments to the criminal code are not 
necessary and desirable, in order to afford 
railroads the full protection of the law to 
which they are justly entitled. ‘he erimi- 
nal code was adopted before the advent of 
railroads into the territory, and framed to 
meet the conditions then existing. Wisely 
enough many provisions commonly found 
in the penal eode of the states, with 
reference to this class of property were 
omitted from our penal code, leaving the 


plabor of supplying them to subsequent Ieg- 


— 


islatures, when the changed condition of j 
the country should make their enactment : 


necessary. ‘The rapid construction of these 
improved highways of commerce ant ttavel 
in every part of the territory admonishes 
us that this work of amendment ought not 
to be longer delayed. This class of prop- 
erty contributes largely to the publie rev- 
enue, and it is of right entitled to the full- 
est and most ample protection of the law. 
Without assuming to cover all of the de- 
tails wherein amendments are desirable, 
permit me to suggest a few of the more im- 
portant matters requiring immediate atten- 
tioh. Itshould be made an offense to set 
fire to or burn any railroad bridge, trestle, 
eulvert, or any portion of the superstruet- 
ure of a railroad; and here I may particu- 
larly direct your attention to the section of 
the statute against burning bridges now in 
force. The language is, "any bridge across 
any stream,” I need scarcely suggest to 


۰ 


Good government is full of the spirif of 
justice, liberality and charity toward all its 
subjects; and is never parsimonious in 
providing for its own agencies, and ‘the 
peace and happiness of its own people; or 
in protecting their honor, and opening out 
to them the lights of progress and improve- 


pment, But true statesmanship abhors 


y 


every appearance of wasteful extravagance, 


and all favoritism that smacks of class leg- | 
islation, or is tinged in any degree with op- , 


pressive burdens upon any one species of 


property, industry or laudable business, ز‎ 


while others are exempted, or so lightly 
burdened, as to savor of discrimination for 
one and against another. Nor is the labor 
of the people to be taxed or in any way 
purdened by legislative enactments, It is 
the great moulder of the governments ma- 
terial wealth, and no statute that in any 
degree clogs its life force is acceptable in 


{this country. Nor will patriot- 


ism, tempered by true charity, en-* 


courage county jealonsics, or other 
local envyings, amongst the parts of this 
growing territory. There is not one mem- 
Ber of thie council, or of the house of repre- 
sentatives, but who, although chosen bya 
particular constituency, and is the repre- 
sentative of that particular district, is 
also the representative and law maker of 
every county and every citizen of 
the territory. I assume that cach and 
every one oi jou will deliberate and act 
upon the broad platform of the high and 
honorable position to which you have been 
called by your confiding constituencies,and 
I shall willingly share with you those great 
responsibilities. and sympathize iu all your 
labors and efiorts for the public good. 
DP, H., LESLIE 


Bounties tor killing certain animals paid 
to the several counties from January Ist to 
August 23rd, 1887, for all animals for which 
bounties are paid: 


To Choteau COUniy......,........ 2,571 00 
Do Custer COUNİY, حم‎ 972 0 
To Dawson county...,........... 1,66 90 
To Deer Lodge 600 566 200 9 

To Fergus County... ............ 5,914 15 
To Gallatin 80032127 سی‎ 23779 70 
Lo Jefferson eounty.............. 89145 
To Lewis and Clarke county..... 3,218 55 
To Madison COMMbN سای‎ 2,082 45 
To Meagher eounty.............. 2.280 08 
To Missoula county.......,...... 1,644 65 
To Park COUMNtY................., 1,595 90 
To Silver Bow eounty............ 21 55 
To Yellowstone county.....,.... 897 50 


سسسہ 


Total ینمی‎ 55 
| PAID FOR SQUIRRELS AND PRAIRIE DOGS. 
To Beaverhead county.........,.3 509 10 


you that the wilful burning of any bridge | To Choteau eounty.............. 1,001 00 


on a highway, whether it be across a 
stream or not, ought to be included within 
the statute. Maliciously -opening or dis- 


To Custer 00۵۱۱ مبینیی‎ 80 9 
i To Dawsoncounty..........s es 257 40 
To Deer Lodgecounty....,,..... 224 80 


placing a railroad switeh, or placing on the } To Fergus eounty............... 5,087 15 


road any obstruction, whereby a train may 


¡To Gallatin eent... 23,098 70 


be derailed, or jn anywise injured, should P To Jefferson county.............. 81845 
be denounced, and suitably punished. "The j To Lewis and Clarke eounty..... 3,030 55 
law of larceny should be so amended as to f To Madison eOounty.............. 2407 45 


inelude tickets entitling the holder to a pas- 
sage on any public conveyance, and the 
value of such ticket should be fixed at the 
sum at which tickets are sold by the pro- 
privtors of such conveyance to persons de- 
siring to travel between the points desig- 
nated in the ticket. It has been found ex- 
pedient in some of the states to make train 
conductors peace officers and give them 
authority to make arrests for breaches of 
the peace and other offenses occurring on 
traing in. their charge ‘They should be re- 
quired to turn the offender oy er to the nearest 
sheriff on the line of their road in the direc- 
tion in which their train is running, and 
sueh offense should be made punishable in 


any county through which the road passes | 


on which the offense may be committed. 

Leall your attention to house joint reso- 
lution number 4, adopted and approved 
March 10th, 157, and to section 20, article 
1, chapter 2, of fith division of revised stat- 
utes of Montana, and submit the question 
whether it was intended in adopting the 
said resolution number ٩ to include the pro- 
vision made for the same institution in said 
section 25 of said chapter, 1fsueh was the 
purpose of said resolution, then there should 
be an amendment explanatory, so as to 
merge the one into the other, 


‘There are yet, other. important subjects | 


i 


۱ 


to whieh your attention might very well be , 


direeted as deserving your notice and the , 


favor uf your legislative action: but with , 


the view to shorten as much as possible, 
eonsistent with the public interest, the time 
and length of this extraordinary session, 1 
have thoughtit most preper to present in 
this message, tor your consideration, only 
such subjects and questions as demand nu- 
mediate legislative action, and these, as 
vat pereeive, are mainly those touching 
the finanees of the territory, the assessment 
and gathering of the publie revenues, and 
their just disbursement under the witst 
economy; and I am sure when you have 
considered and acted upon these sugges- 
tions, andonty oeeh others tif there are any) 
as voursense ol duty shall impress you 
must now, for the pnhiie gon, he legislated 
upon, that all others will he remitted to 
the people ind their chosen agents of the 
next regular session, . 

[regret thenecessity which hageompellet 
meto have you leave sour homes at this very 


busy season ef the year to engage again in ` 


earmest thought and delilu tation upon mat- 
ters af legislation Nothing but the strongest 
abiding sense of duty has prompted. this 
action. D regret the more mieh neeessity 
tor this session ot flee Iegislatixe assembiy 
heeguse there abe ne means Af command 
with whieh to pay the nietubers ther per 
diem or mileage. or any of the expenses 
incident to this coming together, until the 
meeting of congress in December, and umn- 
til provision shall then be made. 1 shall 


make haste to have the subject brought to ۲ 
the notice of that body roinply, aad urge 


To Missoula county...........00- 419 19 
To Meagher eounty............... 2102 03 
To Park engt... 1.530 90 
To Silver Bow county...........- 21 05 
To Yellowstone COUNMÍY ۰/۰/۹۵ ممی‎ 
$11,000 05 
BOUNTILS FOR BEARS, MOUNTAIN LIONS, 
WOLVES AND COYOTES, 
To Beaverhead eounty............. 51.00 
To Choteau County... sess sess 1480.00 
To Custer 00۱ eee erence SABOO 
To Deer Lodge comte... 42.00 
To Dawson COUNLY. cc. cece cece en LO dL 809,50 
To Fergus 6011312157۰۰ ++۹ مس‎ HDI 
To Gallatin emie... 4£1.00 
To Jefferson ecunty.................— 02.00 
To Lewis and Clarke eounty....... 174.00 
To Madison eo... 185.00 
To Meagher 600 nn i800 
TO Missoula COUNTY دی نی‎ 
Lo Park 601100537 nenne 00,00 
To Yellowstone county. neen 0 
To Silver Dow COUNTY... بی‎ 


l 50,952 50 
JAMES SULLIVAN, Auditor. 
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